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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of tlie appropriate paragrapins of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mukai 
et al. US 2002/0173332. 

Regarding claim 7, Mukai discloses in Figure 1, a passive optical network system 
comprising: 

an optical line termination 31; and 

a plurality of optical network units 32-1, ..32-N that are respectively connected to 
an optical line termination via an optical transmission line 33; 
Wherein the optical line termination includes a database 44 configured to store 
subscriber recognition information and service details in association with a subscriber, 
an issuing unit 46 that, upon detecting a connection with a new optical network while 
performing autonomous ranging, issues a control message to request the new optical 
network unit to provide subscriber recognition information, and acquires the subscriber 
recognition information, and a setting unit that, based on acquired subscriber 
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recognition information, seal the database and specifies tine subscriber and the service 
details, and performs bandwidth se and connection setting based on specified service 
details (paragraphs 0066-0071 , 0094-0099); and each of the optical network units 
includes 

a storing unit 58 that stores subscriber recognition information input by a subscriber and 
a notifying unit that receives, from the optical line termination, a control message 
requesting for the subscriber recognition information, and issues a response message 
that notifies the subscriber recognition information (paragraphs 0064-0065). 

Regarding claim 8, Mukai discloses wherein the subscriber recognition 
information is a password that specifies the subscriber, an the control message and the 
response message are sent and received using any one of a physical layer and a 
monitor control channel (paragraphs 0036-0042). 

Regarding claim 9, Mukai discloses wherein the subscriber recognition 
information includes the subscriber's address, name, and other subscriber information, 
and 

the control message and the response message are sent and received using a monitor 
control channel (paragraphs 0036-0042). 

Regarding claim 10, Mukai discloses in Figure 1, a method for connecting a 
plurality of optical network units included in a passive optical network system to an 
optical line termination 31 via an optical transmission line 33, comprising: 
the optical line termination preparing a database 44 that is configured to store 
subscriber recognition information and service details in association with a subscriber. 
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the optical line termination detecting a connection with a new optical network unit while 
performing autonomous ranging and the optical line termination issuing a control 
message to request the new optical network unit to provide subscriber recognition 
information, wherein the act of Issuing is performed after the act of detecting 
(paragraphs 0066-0071 , 0094-0099); 

each of the optical network units includes a storing unit 58 storing subscriber 
recognition information input by a subscriber, each of the optical network units receiving 
from the optical line termination, a control message requesting for the subscriber 
recognition information and each of the optical network units issuing a response 
message including the subscriber recognition information (paragraphs 0036-0042), the 
optical line termination searching the database based on acquired subscriber 
recognition information to thereby specify the subscriber and the service details and the 
optical line termination performing bandwidth setting and connection setting based on 
specified service details (paragraphs 0066-0071 , 0094-0099). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Mukai discloses wherein the subscriber recognition 
information is a password that specifies the subscriber, and the control message and 
the response message are sent and received using any one of a physical layer and a 
monitor control channel (paragraphs 0036-0042). 

Regarding claim 12, Mukai discloses wherein the subscriber recognition 
information includes the subscriber's address, name, and other subscriber information, 
and the control message and the response message are sent and received using a 
monitor control channel (paragraphs 0036-0042). 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Lee et al. U.S. Publication no. 2003/0133460. Method for implementing various 
functions in Gigabit Ethernet passive optical network 

b. Sala et al. U.S. Publication no. 2003/0152389. Filtering and forwarding frames 
at an optical line terminal 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dzung D Iran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3025. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan, can be reached on (571) 272-3022. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from thePatent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to tine Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Dzung Iran 
09/11/2008 
/Dzung D Iran/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2613 



